
Our Arts  
& Culture
Local artists continue to inspire us – and contribute to our economy.

INDICATORS IN THIS CHAPTER

Annual Salary of Artists

Artists in the Workforce

Arts Contributions by Source

Attendance at Arts  
and Cultural Events

Boulder County Employment  
in the Arts

Classes Given by Arts Organizations

Denver Metro Employment  
in the Arts

Earned Income for the Arts

Economic Impact of the Arts

School Performances

Science and Cultural Facilities  
District Funding

Ticket Sales by Type

Total Contributions

Volunteers

Volunteer Hours

Lyons local Catherine Bedell feels most 

grounded when she’s flying on the edge 

of a trapeze. She made this discovery after 

attending her first aerial dance show at the age of 

36. “I was mesmerized and amazed, but at the same 

time, it seemed like an art form that was accessible 

to me – accessible to different shapes and sizes and 

abilities,” she said. So she took a class. And then 

another. Two years later, Frequent Flyers asked her 

to join their company. The change meant long days 

for the single mom and non-profit executive. But it 

also meant rediscovering her passion. 

Over the past decade, investments in arts and 

culture have generated more than 1,500 jobs and 

an additional $66 million in salaries in the Denver 

metro area. Arts productions provide not only 

entertainment and cultural enrichment, but a bevy 

of jobs – for costume-makers and ticket-takers, 

facilities managers and parking attendants (and,  

of course, performers). They also bring in audiences 

who shop in our stores, dine in our restaurants and 

bars, and contribute to our economy.
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Lucky for us, Boulder County has one of the highest 

concentrations of artists in the country (we rank 

eighth, behind cities like Santa Fe, New York,  

and Los Angeles), according to a recent study 

of data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American 

Community Survey. 

Who Funds the Arts? 
We all do!
When we buy a new pair of running shoes or a Blu-ray Disc 
in the Denver metro area, we’re supporting the arts. Since 
1989, the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) has 
collected and distributed funds from a one-tenth of 1% sales 
and use tax to arts and cultural facilities in the seven-county 
Denver metro area. While the tax may seem small (one cent of 
every $10 purchase), those pennies add up. In 2011, SCFD 
distributed $41.9 million to 310 organizations in 
Boulder, Broomfield, Adams, Arapahoe, Denver, 
Douglas and Jefferson counties. This represents a 6.6% 
increase over 2010, and a near return to pre-recession levels. 
(SCFD distributed $42.1 million in 2007.) Of that total, 
SCFD distributed $1,261,876 to 75 organizations 
Boulder County, with the average grant totaling 
just under $17,000.

The SCFD organizes its funding recipients into three different 
tiers. Tier 1 groups— which include heavy-hitters like Denver 
Art Museum, Denver Botanic Gardens, Denver Museum  
of Nature and Science, Denver Zoo, and the Denver Center 
for the Performing Arts — receive the vast majority of funds, 
claiming 65.5%. The 26 groups falling into Tier 2 receive 
21% of funds (Boulder County has two of these: Colorado 
Chautauqua Association and Colorado Music Festival). Finally, 
Tier 3 groups, comprised of smaller community organizations, 
receive 13.5% of SCFD monies. Boulder County has 73  
such groups. 

Voters last reaffirmed their overwhelming support for the SCFD 
tax in 2004. They’ll have another chance to do so in November 
2016, before the current funding expires in June 2018.

While the SCFD is one of the largest contributors to local arts 
and cultural facilities, it’s not the only contributor. Our local 
organizations are further strengthened by — and 
rely upon — gifts from Boulder County residents, 
foundations, and businesses. In 2011, the 75 SCFD-
funded organizations in Boulder County received 
$8.07 million in total contributions; that’s a 15% 
increase from 2009, when contributions totaled $7.01 
million. Gifts from individuals made up the largest chunk of 
that money – but decreased significantly (nearly 22%) from 
2009 levels. Luckily, contributions from businesses, private 
foundations and the government increased over that period.

BOULDER COUNTY ARTS INCOME
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Earning Their Keep 
While contributions and grants are a key source of 
income for arts and cultural organizations, earned 
income actually provides a larger share of arts 
revenue in Boulder County. Arts organizations make 
money from ticket sales and subscriptions, tuition for classes, 
facilities rentals, memberships, gift shop retail sales and more. 
So when we sip that coffee at intermission, pick up 
tickets to see Shakespeare in the park or sweat our 
way through a dance class, we’re also giving back. 
Revenue from admissions and subscriptions for SCFD-funded 
organizations in Boulder County increased 26% between 2009 
and 2011. Revenue from membership, tuition and retail also 
showed strong gains over that time. Earned income can be more 
predictable than grants and public funding, and therefore helps 
organizations be more sustainable.

Earned Income – What went up:

•	 Revenue from admissions and subscriptions
•	 Retail revenue
•	 Membership revenue
•	 Tuition revenue

Speaking of revenue, more people are earning a 
living (or at least part of one…) in the arts than 
they were two years ago. In Boulder County, full-
time, part-time and contract employment with arts 
organizations have increased significantly since 2009. 
While arts employment here was on a downward trajectory in 
recent years, likely as a result of shrinking budgets, full-time and 
contract employment have now edged back up above 2005 
levels; however, part-time employment still lags. More than half 
(55%) of Boulder County arts organization jobs are on a contract 
basis. Just over one-third are part-time, and the final 11% are 
full-time. With a total of just 1,013 workers, arts organization 
employment represents an important but still relatively small 
percentage of our overall workforce. In the Denver metro area, 
SCFD-funded arts organizations employed 9,354 people in 2011, 
paying out a total of $145 million. 

Contributions – What went up:

•	 Contributions from businesses
•	 Grants from private and corporate foundations
•	 Federal government grants
•	 Other government grants

Contributions – What went down:

•	 Gifts from individuals
•	 Gifts from community foundations around the Denver 

metro area*

*The Community Foundation’s arts grantmaking increased between  
2010 and 2012.

2011 CONTRIBUTION SOURCES FOR BOULDER COUNTY  
ARTS ORGANIZATIONS (EXCLUDES EARNED INCOME)

Source: SCFD, above and below

BOULDER COUNTY GROUPS RECEIVING SCFD FUNDING 
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To understand the true economic impact of arts, however, 
we have to look beyond the number of people working 
directly for cultural organizations. Total economic 
activity related to the arts in the Denver metro 
area totaled $1.76 billion in 2011, according to 
SCFD. That includes operating expenses, audience spending 
and capital investment, and represents an 18% increase 
over 2009 when many organizations (and Coloradans) cut 
spending in the face of the recession. Denver metro arts 
organization operating expenses in 2011 totaled $748 
million, while audience spending reached $901 million and 
capital expenditures accounted for another $115 million.

With an average annual salary of about $19,000 according to 
data from Colorado’s Bureau of Economic Analysis, it’s clear 
most artists aren’t in it for the money. The same holds true, 
of course, for volunteers, who help fuel our arts with a steady 
infusion of their time and energy. Nearly 8,000 people 
volunteered with Boulder County arts and cultural 
organizations in 2011, donating 215,687 hours of 
their time. That’s an average of 27 hours per volunteer! 
Volunteers do everything from serve as ushers at concerts 
to provide legal advice. Interestingly, while the number of 
volunteers increased 31% between 2009 and 2011, the number 
of hours those volunteers donated actually decreased 12%. 

Ticket, Please 
Nearly 750,000 people attended shows or exhibits 
at Boulder County arts and cultural organizations 
in 2011. Full-price ticket sales have increased steadily in 
recent years, rising 12% since 2007. In contrast, the number 
of reduced-price and free tickets either sold or given away has 
fallen in that time. This contraction likely refl ects a little belt-
tightening on the part of arts groups here. Metro-wide, 14.6 
million people attended shows – 2.2 million of whom were 
from outside the seven-county area.

Source: SCFD

BOULDER COUNTY ARTS EMPLOYMENT
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BOULDER COUNTY TICKET SALES
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2011 EARNED INCOME FOR BOULDER COUNTY ARTS ORGANIZATIONS

Source: SCFD

7,907
7,907 volunteers donated 215,687 hours of their time 

to Boulder County arts organizations in 2011.This 

represents an increase in the number of volunteers 

in 2009, but a decrease in the hours of time donated.
Source: SCFD
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Sources

Colorado Business Committee for the Arts, Economic Activity Study of Metro Denver, www.cbca.org/programs/
economic-activities-study

Scientific and Cultural Facilities District, scfd.org

The Atlantic Cities, www.theatlanticcities.com/arts-and-lifestyle/2011/11/most-artistic-cities-america/592

Doing Our Part

SCFD is one of the biggest contributors to arts organizations in Boulder County.  
While the money it gives represents a significant chunk of change, arts 
organizations still have to raise the vast majority (about 95%) of their annual 
budgets through gifts from individuals, foundations and businesses as well as 
earned revenue. None of these groups could survive without the generosity of local 
folks who go to shows, buy refreshments, and donate their time and treasure.

Feeling Inspired?  

•	 Attend a Boulder County arts or cultural event or give tickets to events  
as gifts.

•	 Take classes with a local arts organization. Many dance companies 
also offer dance courses in their area of specialty, be it ballet or the low trapeze. 
Museums, too, often offer arts camps or classes for kids and adults alike. 

•	 Give to The Community Foundation’s Arts Trust or to an organization you  
care about.

•	 Purchase works of art and music by local artists to give as gifts – or give 
someone a membership to an area museum.

•	 Encourage your business to sponsor local cultural events and display work 
by local artists.

Source: SCFD

2011 CLASSES GIVEN BY BOULDER 
COUNTY ARTS ORGANIZATIONS
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Arts Volunteerism  
in Boulder County
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Number of  
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6,041 7,907 

Total Hours  
Volunteered

244,965 215,687

Source: SCFD


