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We’re proud of our community, and committed to making it better – 
but we get involved in varied ways.
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Louisville resident Glenda Russell loves 

the willingness of people here to think 

critically about the type of community 

they want rather than just accepting the 

status quo. We see this in former Boulder County 

Clerk Clela Rorex’s decision to license same-sex 

marriages in 1975, and in the county’s pioneering 

needle exchange program launched in the 1980s. 

We see it, too, in people’s everyday friendliness, 

Russell says, which is “part of having an inclusive 

and welcoming community.”

The downside to that simple friendliness, Russell 

says, is that it “can allow us to forget the subtle 

attitudes that inhabit interactions,” which are 

tinged by our implicit biases and may be difficult to 

admit to and unpack. “Sometimes when everything 

is so wonderful and happy, it can be hard for us to 

recognize subtle things we would do well to take 

care of and think about,” Russell explained.
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Like Russell, The Community 

Foundation is proud to call 

Boulder County home – and 

committed to making it even 

better for our many and 

varied residents. And we’re 

not alone. Surveys show 

Boulder County residents are a 

largely positive and engaged 

group with a healthy level of 

community pride. From helping 

our neighbors to voting in 

elections to donating our 

time and treasure to local 

nonprofits, many of us engage 

in community-building activities 

regularly. Not only is that 

good for us emotionally and 

physically, studies show it’s also 

good for our local economy. 

Still, with recent survey results 

highlighting concerns about 

how open we are to our 

increasingly diverse population, 

the question remains: are we 

welcoming and inclusive of all 

who call Boulder County home?

Americans gave nearly $252 billion to charity in 2012 through individual donations and 
bequests, according to the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University. Foundations 
and corporations donated an additional $46 billion and $18 billion respectively, 
bringing the total amount donated up by 3.5% from 2011.

The Community Foundation Serving Boulder County is proud to have 
increased our cumulative grantmaking to more than $55 million since 
our 1991 inception. In 2012, we donated nearly $4 million to local, state, national, 
and international nonprofits working in education, health and human services, the 
environment and animal care, the arts, basic needs, civic participation and youth 
services; this represents a slight decrease from our 2011 grantmaking. Nearly 55% 
of our dollars stayed in Boulder County to help meet the needs and support the 
dreams of our friends and neighbors, representing an increase of 9% over 2010. The 
rest, from our donor-advised funds, went to Colorado, national and international 
organizations reflective of the broad spectrum of interests among our 1,300 donors.

When it comes to numbers, measuring philanthropy in Boulder County is a bit of a 
mixed bag. On an absolute dollar basis, our community gives generously 
and significantly, reflecting our comparative wealth and good fortune. 
Local folks who itemized charitable deductions gave a combined $195 million to 
charity in 2008, according to the 2012 “How America Gives” report by the Chronicle 
of Philanthropy,1 earning us a ranking of 158th out of 3,115 counties in the U.S. 
However, we slipped significantly in the rankings when considering 
median contributions and giving as a percentage of discretionary 
income. In fact, the median contribution for Boulder County households trailed the 
median household contribution for the U.S. as a whole – even though our median 
income is significantly higher.

People who give of their 
time and treasure as 
volunteers and donors live 
longer and more satisfying 
lives, studies show.

FA
C

T:

Charitable Giving: How Boulder County Stacks Up

Value Rank Out of 3,115 Counties

Total Contributions $195 million 158

Median Income $63,526 347 

Median Contribution $2,534 1,521 

Median Contribution  
as a Percentage of Discretionary Income

4% 2,014 

Source: How America Gives report from the Chronicle of Philanthropy, released August 2012

THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANTS, 2012
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For example, the median itemized 
charitable contribution for Boulder 
County households was $2,534, 
according to the report. That’s 
about 4% of estimated discretionary 
income (what households had left 
after paying taxes and covering 
housing, food and other essential 
expenses) and 1.9% of aggregate 
gross income. In the U.S. as a 
whole, the typical household that 
itemized contributed $2,564, or 
4.7% of discretionary income. And in 
Utah, that figure climbed to 10.6% 
of discretionary income, no doubt 
reflecting the Mormon tradition of 
tithing; that makes Utah the most 
generous in the nation by 3.5 points 
using that measure. Colorado ranked 
19th in the nation for total giving, 
24th for discretionary income, and 
31st for giving as a percentage of 
discretionary income, with residents 
donating on average 4.2% of  
their $55,577.

While our income has grown 
since 2002, our giving as 
a percentage of what we 
earn has fallen. Locally, if 
our giving rates returned 
to 2002 levels of 2.2% of 
aggregate gross income, 
we’d collectively give about 
$28 million more annually.
Source: Sterling-Rice Group

FA
C

T:

Giving Differently
Comparative reports on giving can challenge perceptions and raise questions about our 
own generosity. Not reflected in such data, however, is our community’s 
willingness to pay additional taxes to support charitable and public 
safety net programs. For example, in 2010, we approved a five-year Temporary 
Human Services Safety Net (TSN) property tax to help mitigate government budget cuts 
in human services in a time of dramatically increasing need. The initiative has pumped 
$5 million annually into childcare subsidies, housing stabilization services, food and 
healthcare access, and early intervention programs designed to help families before they 
reach a state of crisis. While the TSN tax solved only part of the shortfall in funding, it 
has nonetheless helped local service providers focus on catching residents early, before 
problems escalate. The ‘ounce of prevention’ method has paid off: local nonprofits 
serving our most vulnerable residents have been able to double their caseloads, helping 
meet the needs of the growing number of Boulder County residents – especially families 
with children – struggling since the Great Recession. 

Source: TCF Survey, 2013

PERCENTAGE OF LOCAL DONORS GIVING TO EACH CHARITABLE SUBSECTOR

 Basic Needs 63%
 Health and Human Services 57%
 Environment/Animal Care 50%
 Education 46%
 Youth/Family Services 40%
 Multi-Sector Foundation  32%
 International  24%
 Arts 17%

Photo: Daily Camera



82 Boulder County TRENDS 2013

Survey Says…
For several years now, The Community Foundation has conducted primary research2 
on philanthropy and volunteerism in Boulder County to better understand how and 
why local folks give. Since we began tracking this data in 2002, we’ve seen increases 
in people’s awareness of local needs and charities as well as in their giving. This year, 
more than 81% of respondents to our random-digit-dialing survey reported giving to a 
charity, nonprofi t or faith community in the last year. Roughly 55% donated to at 
least one local organization, while 71% donated to at least one group 
outside Boulder County. 

When it came to volunteerism, 42% 
of respondents reported donating their 
time to a local nonprofi t, government 
entity, or faith organization in the past 
year. And the vast majority of us (nearly 
91%) said we’ve helped a neighbor, 
friend or relative outside of a formal 
organizational setting. Nationally, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates that 
about 27% of Americans volunteered in 
a formal capacity in 2012. 

Why not give more to charity? (% strongly or somewhat agree)

2013

You just can't afford to give more money 71%

You volunteeer your time 53%

You just don't know enough about charities 52%

You think most charities have administrative costs that are too high 50%

No one asked you personally 41%

You already support too many charities 34%

You already give to your church 30%

Boulder County doesn't need it 11%

Source: TCF Survey, 2013

What’s important in making decisions about charitable contributions?

You want to help your community 79%

The organization has been helpful to you or someone you know 52%

It is an organization you can trust 85%

The organization supports causes you believe in 94%

The organization provides you with a clear understanding of the services and 
programs the money will support

69%

The feeling it is morally the right thing to do 77%

Your religious beliefs 29%

Your family has a tradition of giving 44%

Source: TCF Survey, 2013

50Median number of annual hours 

donated by Boulder County 

volunteers: 50.
Source: TCF Survey, 2013

Survey Says
FIVE YEARS AGO, 
BOULDER COUNTY WAS…

FIVE YEARS FROM NOW, 
BOULDER COUNTY WILL BE…

Source: TCF Survey, 2013

26%

18%

Better

Worse

37%

21%

Better

Worse
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Community 
Attachment
This year, we added to our primary research a series of 
questions on community attachment, designed to gauge 
how residents feel about Boulder County as a place to live. 
We pulled these questions from the Knight Foundation’s 
Soul of the Community survey, conducted by Gallup in 26 
sites including Boulder County in 2008, 2009 and 2010. 
Gallup’s research during those years found a positive 
relationship between local growth of gross domestic product 
(GDP) and community attachment – which it found to be 
most highly correlated with social offerings, openness, and 
aesthetics. In other words, the better residents’ 
perceptions are of a community’s social offerings, 
openness and aesthetics, the more local GDP 
growth that community should expect to see.

In our 2013 survey, about three-quarters of Boulder County 
survey respondents said they were satisfi ed with this 
community as a place to live, proud to say they live here, and 
likely to recommend living here to a friend. Not surprisingly, 
respondents overwhelmingly gave our county high marks for 
the availability of outdoor recreational spaces, the beauty of 
the physical setting, and being a good place to raise kids. 
The availability of job opportunities and affordable housing, 
however, earned signifi cantly lower marks. 

When it came to openness, we rated ourselves highly for being 
open or very open to certain groups – like families with young 
children, young adults without kids, and the GLBT (gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender) community. However, fewer than 
half of respondents perceive Boulder County as open 
to racial and ethnic minorities and immigrants from 
other countries. This is troubling when we consider that more 
than 20% of us identify as people of color – and that number 
is growing. As our community becomes progressively 
more diverse, how do we make sure we also become 
more open and inclusive? 

70% Nearly 70% of us talk to our neighbors 

at least several times a month; 22% of us visit 

with our neighbors daily.

PERCENTAGE OF BOULDER COUNTY RESIDENTS WHO SAY 
WE’RE VERY OPEN OR OPEN TO THE FOLLOWING GROUPS

 Families with young children  81%
 Young adults without children 68%
 Gay and lesbian people  61%

Senior citizens 58%
Recent college grads  51%

 Racial and ethnic minorities 45%
Immigrants from other countries  43%

Source: TCF Survey, 2013

PERCENT OF BOULDER COUNTY RESIDENTS RATING THIS 
COMMUNITY HIGHLY FOR...

Parks, playgrounds and trails 93%
 The beauty of the physical setting  90%

Being a good place to raise kids  80%
Social community events  67%

Public schools 59%
Transportation System 57%

 Meeting people and making friends 53%
 How much people care about each other 51%

Arts and cultural opportunities 51%
Vibrant nightlife 42%

Job opportunities 25% 

Affordable housing availability 20%
Source: TCF Survey, 2013 

The Community Foundation collects data from nonprofi t 
organizations applying for grants. In 2012, people of 
color represented 23% of all staff members and 20% 
of all board members from reporting organizations, 
representing a modest increase from 2010. At the same 
time, 43% of nonprofi ts reported having no people of 
color on their board of trustees.

501(C)(3) ORGANIZATIONS IN BOULDER COUNTY, 
AS MEASURED BY ANNUAL INCOME

 952 Less then $100k

 263 $100k – $500k

 89 $500k – $1M

 102 $1M – $5M

 41 $5M +

  Source: TCF Survey, 2013
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Who’s in Charge 
Around Here?
Arguments abound detailing the benefi ts of inclusivity and 
diversity in leadership. Diversity can bring new perspectives, 
heighten creativity and push the boundaries of how we 
think about challenges and their solutions. Being inclusive 
of people of different backgrounds and viewpoints can help 
groups respond more dynamically to shifting demographics 
and reach a broader audience. Both diversity and inclusivity 
make business sense, as companies like Starbucks and 
PricewaterhouseCoopers have found. They also make sense for 
our elected and public leadership.

For the fi rst time in history, we have an all-woman Board of 
County Commissions here. We must do more, however, to make 
our leadership even more representative of our increasingly 
diverse community. Out of 105 people serving in elected public 
offi ce in Boulder County, there are just two people of color.3 (In 
2011, there was just one.) As people in public positions make 
policies that affect all of our community members, engaging 
diverse voices and opinions in that process is essential to 
building effective and representative government.

Change takes time and work. Through The Community 
Foundation’s Leadership Fellows program, we’re working 
on changing the leadership landscape in Boulder County 
by building networks to support a diverse cross-section of 
emerging leaders. While we haven’t seen dramatic movement 
in the number of elected offi cials of color, we are happy to 
report a slight increase in the percentage of people 
of color serving on volunteer advisory boards and 
commissions, as well as some progress in the make-up of 
nonprofi t staffs and boards.

Voting
National voter turnout surpassed expectations in 2012. In 
Boulder County, 96% of ‘active voters’ participated 
in the presidential elections in November 2012. 
(Active voters are defi ned as folks who voted in the last general 
election or registered or updated their information since then.) 
Nearly three-quarters of us voted with mail-in ballots, compared 
to 67% of us in 2008. Another 10% of us voted early.

In 2013, Colorado ranked fi rst in the nation 
for women’s representation in the state 
legislature, with women holding 41% of seats.
Source: National Conference of State Legislatures

FA
C

T:

95%95% of mail-in ballots distributed in the 2012 election 
were turned in.

Boulder County Voter Registration Statistics, 2013

 Active Inactive  Total Percent

American 
Constitution

187 92 279 0.1%

Democratic 80,485 18,435 98,920 41%

Green    911 449 1,360 0.6%

Libertarian 1,653 549 2,202 0.9%

Republican 36,488 9,777 46,265 19%

Unaffi liated 65,859 28,057 93,916 39%

Total 185,583 57,359 242,942 100%

Source: Boulder County Elections Division

Offi cial Governmental Volunteer Advisory Boards 
and Commissions, 2013

Cities/Towns Total 
Members

People 
of Color

% of Total

Boulder 110 6 5%

Erie 30 2 7%

Jamestown 0 0 0%

Lafayette 68 10 15%

Longmont 116 4 3%

Louisville 109 3 3%

Lyons 57 0 0%

Nederland 30 0 0%

Superior 51 0 0%

Ward 0 0 0%

Boulder County 199 26 13%

Total 770 51 7%

Source: Boulder County Commissioners Offi ce Note: Data were compiled 
using surname identifi cation, personal knowledge, and governmental 
contacts, and represent an approximation and not an absolute tally.
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Taking the Pulse of Nonprofits   

Part of our mission at The Community Foundation is 
building a Culture of Giving in Boulder County. To better 
understand how well we’re doing with that goal, we 
recently started tracking contributions to a group of key 
nonprofits in the community we hope will serve as giving 
bellwethers (see page 95). We’ve pulled longitudinal data 
from 990 forms that nonprofits file with the IRS, and also 
asked groups for more detailed data on contributions. 
Below are some highlights from what we’ve found so far 
among our bellwether organizations.

•	 After declining in 2003, private contributions to local 
groups appear to be going up in recent years, albeit a 
bit more slowly since 2008.

•	 Government contributions, however, have declined 
slightly in the past few years.

•	 Health and human services-focused nonprofits have 
seen the most significant increases in both total 
expenses and revenue since 2001, echoing the rise in 
local poverty we’ve seen.

•	 While earned income for arts organizations has 
increased in the past few years, private contributions 
decreased between 2009 and 2011.

Feeling Inspired?  

•	 Give to The Community Foundation’s  
Community Trust.

•	 Donate to or volunteer with a nonprofit that inspires 
you! Need an idea? Research local efforts on  
www.CultureofGiving.org. 

•	 Visit with or help a neighbor.

•	 Take time to learn about our state’s budget.

•	 Attend a city council or County Commissioner meeting.

•	 Check out a community event. Need ideas?  
Ask your local librarian!

•	 Learn about local issues and vote.

•	 Attend a Social Venture Partners training to learn 
how to be a good board member.

•	 Create an inclusive community by seeking out the 
voices of people you don’t usually hear.

•	 Start reading or writing a local community blog.

Sources

Boulder County Elections Division, www.bouldercounty.org/elections/results/pages/
default.aspx

Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov/news.release/volun.nr0.htm

Internal Revenue Service, www.irs.gov/uac/SOI-Tax-Stats-Exempt-Organizations-
Business-Master-File-Extract-%28EO-BMF%29

National Conference of State Legislatures

Reuters www.reuters.com/article/2012/06/19/us-usa-charity-idUSBRE85I05T20120619

Gallup, Inc., www.gallup.com/poll/144476/social-offerings-openness-key-community-
attachment.aspx

Soul of the Community, A Project of John S. and James L. Knight Foundation in 
Partnership with GALLUP www.soulofthecommunity.org

Sterling-Rice Group, Philanthropy in Boulder County 

The Chronicle of Philanthropy, How America Gives philanthropy.com/section/How-
America-Gives/621

USA Today, www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2012/11/26/charitable-giving-
increased-slightly/1728027

Women’s Foundation of Colorado, 2013 Research Report on the Status of Women 
and Girls in Colorado

Endnotes 
1The How America Gives report is based on tax returns of households with earnings 
greater than $50,000 that itemized deductions. Giving by taxpayers who itemized 
deductions totaled 81% of total giving in 2012, according to the Center on 
Philanthropy. 
2Aspen Research Group conducted a phone survey for us using random digit 
dialing, calling both landlines and cell phones. Respondents were representative of 
the geographic and gender breakdown of Boulder County. Results were weighted 
to reflect other demographics, like age.
3Data were compiled using surname identification, personal knowledge, and 
governmental contacts, and represent an approximation and not an absolute tally. 
Data include elected officials at every level.

Voter Turnout

2008 2010 2012

Registered Voters 218,960 224,761 248,903

Active Voters 186,220 163,140 187,962

Mail-In Ballots Cast 116,235 89,941 130,252

Early Votes Cast 27,035 8,185 17,750

Polling Place Ballots Cast 29,261 29,405 32,710

Turnout of Active Voters 93% 78% 96%

Source: Boulder County Elections Division

Source: : TCF Survey, 2013

IN THE LAST YEAR, DID YOU…

Attend a public meeting  38%
Work with neighbors to improve your community  44%

Use a social networking site to learn about  

volunteer opportunities or community action events? 35%
Vote in the election 91%


