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Pledge 1% Colorado Nonprofit Pitch Contest is back

Meet Our Staff:
If you haven't already, we invite you to explore the Community Foundation on Instagram!
This month, we're highlighting the dedicated members of our staff. 

    Message from Jeff Hirota, CEO

When the Road Rises

When I was taking high school physics (which I never
understood) our teacher asked us to define "matter."

"You know what?" he said. "We can't define it. We can only
describe what it is, in relation to something else."
 
Is it any wonder I never understood physics?
 
I feel the same way about "equity." I may not have read the
perfect definition of it yet, but I know it when I don't see it.
Like any ideal that doesn't yet exist, we can recognize it by

example: "Does this feel like equity or inequity?"
 
My mother was a career school teacher. She started out in remedial reading and finished her
work in special education. She volunteered in a juvenile detention center. When I was a kid,
I asked my mother when she could tell how a child would fare in life. She replied she knew
by the time a child was in the sixth grade. I was appalled. I accused her of predetermining
and limiting the potential of a child. She told me I could call it whatever I wanted, but she
knew. I understand this as "inequity" now.
 
By the way, my opinion didn't stop my mother from pouring every ounce of her energy and
belief into each child for over fifty years.
 
One day we will not be able to predict the wellbeing of a child by her race or gender or the
wealth of her family. I suppose I would call this equity.
 
Angela Glover Blackwell writes, "Equity means promoting just and fair inclusion throughout
society and creating the conditions in which everyone can participate, prosper, and reach his
or her full potential."[1]
 
But a rising tide does not equally lift all boats. Achieving equity is harder than it sounds.
 
A landmark study released in March 2018 reported, "Black and white boys have very
different outcomes even if they grow up in two-parent families with comparable incomes,
education, and wealth, live on the same city block, and attend the same school."[2]
  
But we knew, long before we saw this data, that we can't discuss equity without discussing
race.

About a year after signing the Civil Rights Act of 1964, President Lyndon Johnson said, "You
do not take a person who, for years, has been hobbled by chains and liberate him, bring
him up to the starting line of a race and then say, 'you are free to compete with all the
others,' and still justly believe that you have been completely fair."[3]

https://pledge1colorado.org/pledge-1-non-profit-pitch-competition-is-back/?utm_source=March+2018+Round-Up&utm_campaign=Round+Ups&utm_medium=email
https://www.instagram.com/commfound/?utm_source=March+2018+Round-Up&utm_campaign=Round+Ups&utm_medium=email


The double helix of race and class is the DNA of our social fabric. We saw the evidence of
this reality in our TRENDS report. We heard a yearning for connectedness and equity in our
listening journey of Boulder County. We have heard the bell, and we can't unring it. Maybe
we still can't describe equity perfectly, but we can say something. Maybe we can't achieve
equity completely, but we can do something.
 
Writing on philanthropy, Vu Le observed, " Equity has become the next coconut water:
refreshing, new, trendy, full of electrolytes, good for you...True equity requires us not to just
throw around concepts...It requires us to change our ways of doing things."[4] 
 
On April 4, 2018, we will commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King. His words, published in "Why We Can't Wait," are just as urgent today:
 
"We must use time creatively, in the knowledge that the time is always ripe to do right.
Now is the time to make real the promise of democracy and transform our pending national
elegy into a creative psalm of brotherhood."[5]
 
Let us walk the road to equity together. Some of the most painful steps will be on the
journey within. We will stumble along the way, but the road rises toward justice.

Yours in community,
Jeff
 
[1] "The Curb-Cut Effect." Stanford Social Innovation Review. Winter 2017
Angela Glover Blackwell
[2] ["Race and Economic Opportunity in the United States: An Intergenerational Perspective"
by Raj Chetty (Stanford), Nathaniel Hendren (Harvard), Maggie R. Jones (U.S. Census
Bureau), and Sonya Porter (U.S. Census Bureau)]
[3]Commencement Address at Howard University: "To Fulfill These Rights."June 4, 1965
President Lyndon Johnson
[4] Nonprofit AF.com: "Is Equity the New Coconut Water?" September 7, 2014
Vu Le
[5] "Letter from Birmingham Jail" published in "Why We Can't Wait". April 16, 1963
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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To elevate awareness and ignite action around our community's social, economic, and
environmental issues, we periodically feature local thought leaders to enhance the stories and
data analyzed in our current TRENDS Report. 

This month, we're pleased to feature Laurel Herndon, founder, executive director, and managing
attorney with the Immigrant Legal Center of Boulder County, a grantee of the foundation's
Community Trust. 

According to Laurel, "In Colorado, an estimated 1,000 DACA-eligible immigrant youth turn 15-
years-old each year. The second Congressional District has an estimated 15%, or 150. And of
those, we can estimate that one-third live in Boulder County." Read on about countywide
impacts of current immigration law and catch up on this month's related radio show.

Read TRENDS or watch our TRENDS webinar 

Donating to your Community Foundation 
makes a local impact you can see. 

Get inspired. Donate here.

  News & Perspectives From The Field
Don't panic: Boulder County charitable giving holds steady, despite new federal tax law (March
24, Daily Camera) 

Parents uneven in teaching philanthropy to their kids (March 13, The NonProfit Times) 
 
2018 will be 'unusual' year for philanthropy (March 8,ThinkAdvisor)
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After 25 years of talk, are nonprofits ready to act on diversity? (March 7, The Chronicle of
Philanthropy)

Statement Of Affirmation

The Community Foundation Boulder County is committed to being a community catalyst for
good, alongside donors and partners like you. We believe our community is stronger when all
people - women and men, children, older adults, immigrants, people of color, GLBTQ
individuals, those with varying abilities and from all faiths - are respected, welcomed, and
invited to share their assets and contributions in community building.
 
We stand with others, in Boulder County and beyond, who courageously strive to build more
inclusive communities rather than walls of division. We remain wholeheartedly committed to
social justice for our most marginalized and vulnerable people and for the care of
threatened environments. We believe in the power of art and music to improve our lives and
community. Now, more than ever, we seek opportunities for local action and invite you to
join us in our ongoing leadership work that includes grantmaking, outreach, and
advocacy. We accomplish more together than we do alone.

       

Community Foundation Boulder County
303.442.0436

commfound.org
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