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Boulder County Crisis Fund
On March 22, 2021, a mass shooting took place at the King Soopers 
supermarket on Table Mesa Drive in Boulder, Colorado. Ten community 
members were killed, and more than 300 other customers, employees, first 
responders, and community members in the area were directly affected. A 
shockwave of pain, loss, and grief was felt throughout the Boulder community.

The following morning, Community Foundation Boulder County launched the 
Boulder County Crisis Fund, and our community came together to raise over 
$1.75 million from more than 9,000 donors. In the weeks, months, and years that 
followed, the foundation worked with local entities to provide financial 
assistance, fund direct services, and support the needs of victims’ families, 
those directly affected, and the broader Boulder community.

These efforts were made in cooperation with valued partners committed to 
helping our community heal. The final distributions from the Boulder County 
Crisis Fund were made in December of 2025. 
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Boulder County Crisis Fund Methodology 

To respond effectively and holistically to this crisis, priority was given to the following three circles of 
proximity:

Circle 1 | Victims and families
Community Foundation Boulder County worked closely with and provided funding to the Colorado 
Organization for Victim Assistance (COVA) to meet the needs of victims' families via financial support 
and services to individuals. 

Circle 2 | Those directly affected
Community Foundation Boulder County worked closely with and provided funding to the Colorado 
Organization for Victim Assistance to meet the needs of those directly affected by the shooting 
(defined based on needs assessed by COVA and based on the charges filed by the Boulder District 
Attorney’s Office) via financial support to individuals. Funds granted through the Boulder County Crisis 
Fund also supported organizations providing services to those directly affected. 

Circle 3 | Broader community
Recognizing the ripples of pain and uncertainty throughout the Boulder community in the wake of this 
mass shooting, Community Foundation Boulder County supported broad healing efforts led by local 
nonprofits and government entities.
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Grantmaking Overview
The Boulder County Crisis Fund was created to support victims and their families (Circle 1), those 
directly affected (Circle 2), and the broader community (Circle 3), in the wake of the King Soopers 
shooting on March 22, 2021. 
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$545,000 

$597,156 

$614,760 

Grantmaking

Circle 1 Circle 2 Circle 3

Circle 1 | $545,000 
• Colorado Organization for Victim Assistance (COVA) 

Circle 2 | $597,156
• Colorado Organization for Victim Assistance (COVA) 
• Clinica Family Health & Wellness 

Circle 3 | $614,760
• Boulder County Arts Alliance
• Boulder Parks and Recreation Foundation, Inc.
• Cheryl Walker Art
• Growing Up Boulder 
• Mesa Elementary 
• Museum of Boulder
• Natural Highs – Healthy Alternatives to Drugs & Alcohol
• Peak Rhythm, Inc. 
• Senseless with Erika Mahoney
• South Boulder Healing Grant Program 

Total Raised: $1,756,916

Total Granted: $1,756,916



Community Foundation Boulder County worked closely 
with the Colorado Organization for Victim Assistance to 
support the families of victims of the March 22, 2021, 
mass shooting. 

These funds were designated to provide financial support for the 
families of the ten individuals killed.

Circle 1 | Victims and Families 
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Grant Highlight 

Colorado Organization for Victim Assistance 
(COVA)

Since 1982, the Colorado Organization for Victim Assistance has 
been committed to fairness and healing for victims of crime and their 
families, as well as communities impacted by crime. By providing 
training, resources, and support to victims of crime and the 
professionals who serve them, they work towards their vision of a 
Colorado where all victims of crime receive effective support and 
justice. 

Photos courtesy Museum of Boulder



Circle 2 | Those Directly Affected
To meet the needs of those directly affected by the shooting, 
Community Foundation Boulder County partnered with the 
Colorado Organization for Victim Assistance, as well as 
Clinica Family Health & Wellness (formerly Mental Health Partners).

Funds were designated to provide financial assistance to the 28 individuals 
named as victims of attempted murder in the charges filed by the Boulder 
County District Attorney’s Office. Financial assistance was also given to the 
roughly 300 individuals documented as onsite at the time of the shooting. 

Additionally, grants were made to support the operation of the Boulder 
Strong Resource Center managed by Clinica.
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Grant Highlight

Boulder Strong Resource Center

The Boulder Strong Resource Center (BSRC) created an open, 
welcoming space for community members to find connection, 
support, and healing in the aftermath of the shooting at the Table 
Mesa King Soopers on March 22, 2021. The BSRC provided a 
comprehensive spectrum of supportive trauma-recovery services, 
including group and individual counseling, wellness activities, support 
dogs, and trauma-informed massage and acupuncture. The BSRC 
also provided “Resources on the Road,” an effort to bring these 
supportive services out into the community where victims were 
already located. 

The BSRC’s target population included the direct and indirect victims 
of the incident, including first responders, grocery store staff, and 
customers who were in or near the store at the time.

___
Over 1,000 Visitors Served 
in a welcoming, trauma-informed space

___
On-Site Support 
at the Table Mesa King Soopers location 
upon re-opening

___
Compassionate Care 
offered by dedicated, interdisciplinary staff through a broad 
range of services provided to support a variety of healing 
journeys 

Photo courtesy Clinica



Circle 3 | Broader Community

In support of broader community healing efforts, grants were made 
primarily to local nonprofits and government entities.

Grants funded projects that created memorials, offered opportunities for 
processing trauma through community building, artistic expression, and 
storytelling, and developed a curriculum and training for adults to help youth with 
connections to the March 22, 2021, mass shooting. 
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Grant Highlight

Museum of Boulder

The Boulder Strong Preservation Project, managed by the Museum of Boulder, 
sought to honor the memories of those killed in the March 22, 2021, mass 
shooting and preserve over 1,700 Boulder Strong items left at the memorial 
fence located at the Table Mesa King Soopers in the days following the 
shooting. 

In addition to collecting and preserving these items with support from 
specialized staff and technology, the Museum created a digital archive of the 
items available online for the public to view. The Museum also hosted a day of 
remembrance on March 22, 2025, bringing items from the collection into 
public view and creating a meaningful space for community reflection. 

The Museum of Boulder continued to provide private viewings for the families 
of victims during the 2024 trial, ensuring these objects of deep personal 
significance were available to serve those most affected by the tragedy. 

In the wake of the shooting, the Boulder community cared for one another, and 
the Boulder Strong Preservation Project has preserved and will continue to 
reflect how the community came together during one of Boulder’s most 
difficult chapters. 

Photos courtesy Museum of Boulder
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Circle 3 | Broader Community

Senseless
with Erika Mahoney

backdrop, Erika spoke to survivors of mass shootings, community 
leaders, and others affected directly by the tragedy in Boulder on her 
quest to move forward after the unthinkable. 

“At its heart, Senseless explores the long and often complicated 
journey of healing after tragedy and the ways people try to rebuild 
their lives in its aftermath,” said Erika Mahoney. ”Although I work in 
public radio, I had never created a podcast before, so I approached 
Senseless by jumping into the deep end — sitting down with people 
directly affected by the tragedy and recording long, open 
conversations.” After collecting hours of tape, Erika and her editor 
mapped out what became an eight-episode narrative series.

The podcast weaves Erika’s story with those of survivors, family 
members, first responders, and community members. “Creating 
Senseless allowed me to transform my own grief into a space for 
reflection, connection, and dialogue. My hope is that the series helps 
others feel less alone in their loss while also broadening public 
understanding of the long-term ripple effects of mass violence. 

Approaching the project through a trauma-informed, community-
centered lens, Mahoney’s Senseless focuses on resilience, 
community, and finding ways forward after unimaginable loss.

Grant Highlight

Growing Up Boulder and Mayamotion 
Healing

While many resources were available to support community 
healing in the wake of the mass shooting, few were designed 
specifically for and with children and youth. To meet the needs 
of our youngest community members, Growing Up Boulder and 
Mayamotion Healing co-created and delivered supports with 
young people in mind.

Through the formation of and partnership with a Youth 
Leadership Healing Committee, Growing Up Boulder, 
Mayamotion Healing, and CU’s Renee Crown Wellness Institute 
co-created programming on trauma and healing. Centered 
around self-expression, these programs offered participants 
opportunities to write, make music, create art, and explore other 
therapeutic offerings, including community programs and 
events alongside individual wellness activities. 

Together with the Youth Leadership Healing Committee, 
Growing Up Boulder and Mayamotion Healing were able to give 
young people and the adults who support them the tools and 
resources to care for themselves, care for their loved ones, and 
care for their community. 

Photo by Ning Mosberger-Tang, courtesy Growing Up Boulder

Everything changed one ordinary 
Monday, when Erika Mahoney’s mom 
called to say there was an active 
shooter at the grocery store nearby. In 
a matter of seconds, ten people were 
killed — including Erika’s father. With 
the high-profile trial of the shooter as a



Partner Acknowledgements
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Committee Members*

• Kathleen Collins (KC) Becker, former Speaker, CO House of Representatives

• Violeta Chapin, Professor of Law, University of Colorado Boulder

• Dana Derichsweiler, Co-Owner, Walnut Cafe

• George Epp, former Sheriff, Boulder County

• Nancy Feldman, Victims Advocate

• Richard Garcia, Member, Board of Education, Boulder Valley School District

• Elizabeth (Betsy) Hall, Associate Dean & Professor, Regis University

• Annett James, President, NAACP of Boulder County

• Robert (Bob) Lawhead, Policy Advisor, Colorado Developmental Disabilities Council

• Pedro Silva, Associate Minister, First Congregational UCC Boulder

• Marc Soloway, Rabbi, Bonai Shalom

• Gwyneth Whalen, former Judge, 20th Judicial District of Colorado

*Committee member titles represent their roles at the time of their service. 

Boulder County Crisis Fund Advisory Committee



About Community Foundation
Boulder County
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Since 1991, Community Foundation Boulder County has 
granted over $200 million to address the evolving needs of the 
Boulder County community.

Our Vision
We envision a thriving, 
equitable, and inclusive 
community that 
collaborates to ensure 
everyone in Boulder 
County experiences a 
life of opportunity and 
fulfillment. 

Our Mission
We nurture and activate 
the ideas, generosity, 
and leadership of the 
community to galvanize 
resources and support 
equitable solutions for 
all who live/work in 
Boulder County. 
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