Boulder B-Sides | Request for Proposals

Overview

Boulder B-Sides is a pop-up art program that activates vacant storefronts and unexpected
spaces during the Sundance Film Festival period, spotlighting local art that lives outside
the main frame: experimental, innovative, engaging, and genre-bending. Like the B-side of a
record, it’s where the hidden gems live. This project supports Boulder’s creative community
and demonstrates our identify as a culturally vibrant city, so that visitors and community
members experience the artists, makers, and cultural organizations that are central to
Boulder’s community and economy.

Boulder B-Sides advances the Boulder Arts Blueprint's call to activate vacant storefronts
through temporary "meanwhile use" programs and to support flexible, low-barrier venues
for nontraditional and experimental creative work.

Boulder B-Sides is a combined effort of Boulder County Arts Alliance, the City of Boulder
Office of Arts and Culture, and Community Foundation Boulder County.

Grant Program

Boulder B-Sides activates vacant downtown commercial spaces during the Sundance Film
Festival period, engaging local arts organizations and artists with an international
audience. The 2027 Sundance Film Festival will take place January 21-31, 2027.

Approximately 8 to 10 local artists or arts organizations will receive funding (up to $15,000)
to produce public activations in vacant commercial spaces in the Sundance Film Festival
footprint. Activation spaces will be available to artists from January 15 to January 31, 2027
with a concentration of activations from January 21, 2027 to January 26, 2027.

Examples of applications may be:

Immersive and interactive installations

Working studios or fabrication spaces

Short-run performances, listening rooms, or reading series

Intimate spaces in which to experience art—occupancy is limited to 49 people

The following will not be considered for this opportunity:

Proposals that require permanent modifications to the space
Proposals not centered on Boulder County artists

Standard retail pop-ups with no original artistic content
Projects requiring more than 49 people in the space at once


https://bouldercolorado.gov/projects/boulder-arts-blueprint

- Fundraising events or galas

- Requests for general operating support, capital purchases, or programming outside
the activation window

Applications will be reviewed by a selection panel. Awards will be determined by the overall
strength of the proposal and by the panel's effort to build a balanced program across the
full slate of activations, including a range of art forms and genres, a mix of artists and
presenters, and a good fit between each proposal and the commercial spaces available.

Grant Cycle Details

e Applications will be accepted until 5:00pm on Friday, October 9.

e Applicants will be notified of the status of their application in early November.

e Grantfunds will be released to arts organizations/fiscal sponsors in mid to late
December.

e Reporting will include qualitative and quantitative measures that may include
activations produced, artists and organizations funded, estimated attendance,
event sales, audience surveys, and new organizational partnerships formed.

Grant Application Information

The art activations are intended to be fun, lively, and ambitious along with happening safely
and on schedule. The B-Sides team will be matchmaking projects and spaces, supporting
permitting, leasing, and liquor licenses.

Project guidelines:
e Attendance: Event gatherings must be limited to 49 people or fewer at a time.

e Sales: Something must be available for purchase during your activation. Artwork,
merchandise, and tickets to events all qualify.

e Space: The B-Sides team will locate a rental space for your art activation in the
Sundance footprint. There can be no permanent modifications of the space. Plan for
installations that can be removed cleanly. Spaces will vary considerably, from small
offices (500 square feet) to larger spaces. We will work to match each activation
with a space suited to its scale, so design with some flexibility in mind.

e Alcohol: A storefront that is not a licensed premises cannot sell or serve alcohol
directly. If alcohol is central to your proposal, you will need a nonprofit partner to
hold a temporary liquor license and manage the sale. (We can connect you with a
nonprofit partner if needed.)

e Budget: Selected artists or arts organizations may receive up to $15,000 in funds. A
budget will be submitted with the application. Insurance and an activation permit



($28) will be required. Individual artists will need a 501(c)3 fiscal sponsor. You may
include insurance fees, permit fees and fiscal sponsorship fees (if applicable) in
your budget.

Eligibility

e Boulder County based 501(c)3 arts organizations or fiscally sponsored arts
organizations are eligible for consideration.

e Boulder County individual artists are eligible for consideration. Individual artists
who are selected for funding (without a 501(c)3 affiliation) will be required to enter
into a fiscal sponsorship agreement with Boulder County Arts Alliance to receive the
funds. Details about fiscal sponsorship can be found on the Boulder County Arts
Alliance website.

e Grant awards may only be used for the purposes stated in the application.

For questions, please contact Sarah Harrison, Community Foundation Boulder County at
sharrison@commfound.org.


https://www.bouldercountyarts.org/fiscal_sponsorship
https://www.bouldercountyarts.org/fiscal_sponsorship

