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Pledge 1% Colorado Participation Framework

Why Pledge 1% Colorado Exists

Our Vision: a Colorado where entrepreneurship, investment, and philanthropy work
together to create thriving communities and lasting opportunities for future generations.

Pledge 1% Colorado is a program of Community Foundation Boulder County (CFBC). It
helps founders, business leaders, companies, investors, and funds build generosity into
how they create, invest, and lead. Rooted in Colorado’s Give First culture (a philosophy
of mentorship and generosity popularized by Brad Feld and the Colorado startup
community), the program provides a flexible way for entrepreneurs and investors to
connect business success with lasting community impact. Colorado helped shape the
global Pledge 1% movement through the Entrepreneurs Foundation of Colorado and the
Boulder startup ecosystem. Today, Pledge 1% Colorado is a program of CFBC helping to
turn entrepreneurial success into meaningful support for communities across the state.

Why It Matters

Strong companies grow within strong communities. Entrepreneurs, investors, and
business leaders help create opportunities through innovation, mentorship,
reinvestment, and generosity. Pledge 1% Colorado provides a simple framework for
giving back in a way that grows with each organization’s success. The approach is
flexible and designed to fit different business models, investment strategies, and stages
of growth.
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Who Can Participate

Pledge 1% Colorado is for founders, executives, companies, investors, and fund
managers who believe business success and community impact can grow together.
Participants may join as individuals, organizations, or both through equity, profit, or
carry commitments. By joining, participants help strengthen the entrepreneurial,
nonprofit, and civic ecosystems that support and strengthen our Colorado communities.

The Benefits: Community & Support

Pledge 1% Colorado connects founders, investors, fund managers, and business leaders
who want to build generosity into entrepreneurship and investment. By working with
CFBC, program participants receive access to guidance, resources, connections,
philanthropic advising, educational opportunities, and long-term partnership as their
companies grow. Pledge 1% Colorado helps turn a commitment to generosity into
lasting impact.

How It Works: Participation Pathways

Participants choose a giving pathway that aligns with how they create value.

o Equity Participation: A pledge of future ownership value, typically fulfilled after a
liquidity event such as a company sale, merger, acquisition, or public offering.
For equity commitments, participants determine the structure and percentage of
their pledge based on their individual circumstances, ownership position, and
professional advice. Future financing, dilution, and changes in ownership may be
considered as part of that planning process.

o Profit Participation: A pledge of future business profits, typically fulfilled through
charitable contributions as the company grows.

e Carry Participation: A pledge of carried interest generated through investment
activity, typically fulfilled as fund distributions occur.

Commitments can be made by an individual, a company, or a fund. For example: A
founder may pledge future equity; An executive may make a personal giving
commitment; A company may dedicate future profits; An investor may pledge a portion
of carried interest. Timing and structure depend on each participant’s circumstances,
business stage, and professional advice. CFBC can work with participants and their
advisors to explore options such as charitable funds, gifts of equity, cash contributions,
or other giving strategies.
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Joining Pledge 1% Colorado expresses a good-faith intent to give in the future. There is
no legal obligation until a participant enters into a separate charitable agreement.

Choosing Where Giving Goes

Pledge 1% Colorado helps participants direct their future giving toward causes and
communities that matter to them.

Participants may choose from two primary options:

e Community Trust Fund: A way to support the Boulder County community's most
pressing needs through a shared charitable fund that is professionally managed
by CFBC.

e Donor-Advised Fund: A charitable giving account that allows donors to
recommend grants to nonprofits over time while CFBC handles administration
and stewardship.

Participants may identify areas of interest, nonprofit organizations, geographic priorities,
or other charitable goals. These priorities may change as organizations, families, and
communities evolve. CFBC administers all charitable assets according to applicable
laws, CFBC's governing documents, policies, variance power, and fiduciary
responsibilities.

Stewardship, Administration & Long-Term Support

To support administration, charitable stewardship, participant services, and ecosystem-
building efforts, contributions facilitated through Pledge 1% Colorado will include a
standard CFBC stewardship fee, as set forth in CFBC’s then-current fee schedule. Fees
may vary at CFBC's sole discretion based on contribution type, complexity, and size. All
charitable assets administered through Pledge 1% Colorado remain subject to CFBC's
governing documents, policies, variance power, and fiduciary responsibilities.

CFBC encourages participants to steward their commitments through CFBC. However,
if a participant chooses to use another qualified charitable organization to accept the
donation, CFBC will charge a reasonable administrative fee for its philanthropic services
rendered to the participant, as set forth in CFBC's then-current fee schedule.
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Join Pledge 1% Colorado: Statement of Intent

Participant Information

Name: Title / Role:

Email:

Affiliated Organization (if applicable):

Type:

O Founder

O Executive / Business Leader
0 Company

O Investor

O Fund / Fund Manager

O Other:

Commitment Pathway

O Equity Participation: % of shares [ ownership value
O Profit Participation: % of annual profits
O Carry Participation: % of carried interest

OO Other Participation:

Commitment Details / Timing (optional):

(Examples: liquidity event, annual contribution timing, distribution timing, or other

implementation details)
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Stewardship Preference:
O Community Trust
O Donor-Advised Fund

O To Be Determined

Recognition Preference:

O Public

Ol Private

OO Future Announcement Only

O To Be Determined

Acknowledgment

By signing below, the participant confirms their intent to participate in Pledge 1%
Colorado and recognizes this framework as a good-faith statement of philanthropic
intent. This statement confirms a participant’s intent to give in the future. It does not
create a legal obligation on the part of the participant or CFBC unless and until the

participant completes separate charitable agreements or legal documents.

Participant / Organization:

Signature:

Title (if applicable):

Date:
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